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to libraries, archives, museums, on-site work or external data collection. 

c) The agreement may include particular lecturer and research tasks as well as the 
related deadlines. 

 
(4) Those who have prepared for the degree award procedure individually can also join the 

doctoral programmes provided they met all requirements pertaining to the admission 
and the doctoral programme. In this case the student status is established through the 
acceptance of the application for initiation of the degree award procedure and passing 
the complex exam.37 The student's work preparing individually shall be guided by the 
consultant designated by the DIT for this task, not the supervisor. Students preparing 
individually may or may not receive state scholarship subject to the Dean’s decision 
taken on the suggestion of the DIT (the minutes about the session of the Complex exam 
Committee shall be attached). 

 
Chapter 9 

 
Complex exam Section 15 

(1) Preconditions of being admitted to the complex examination include the 
following criteria during first four terms: earning at least 90 credits and all “programme 
credits” prescribed in the curriculum of the doctoral school (except for students 
preparing individually for acquiring the doctoral degree, whose legal relationship with 
the university will be established by the registration for and admittance to the complex 
examination). 

(2) Complex exam has to be taken in public, before the committee. Examination committee 
consists of at least three members, and minimum of one third of the members have no 
employment relationship with the institution operating the doctoral school. The chair of 
the Examination Committee is a university professor, or a Professor Emeritus, or a 
lecturer, researcher with Doctor of the MTA title. Each member of the Examination 
Committee should have scientific degree. The supervisor of the examinee cannot be a 
member of the Committee. The supervisor shall deliver the supervisory assessment of 
the student’s performance to the chair of the committee in electronic form at least one 
week before the set date of the exam. The supervisor shall be invited to the complex 
exam. 

(3) The complex examination is divided into two parts: one part assesses the theoretical 
competence of the student (“theoretical part”), whereas in the “thesis part” the 
examinees can prove their scientific/artistic progress. 

(4) During the theoretical part, the examinee takes exam in two subjects. The list of subject 
is included with the curriculum of the doctoral school, and is accessible on the webpage 
of the doctoral school. In the theoretical part of the exam, the doctoral candidates 
demonstrate their awareness of literature in the related scientific area or branch of art 
and their current knowledge in theory and methodology. 

(5) In the other part of the complex exam, candidates give a presentation to report on their 
research findings, describe their research plans for the second phase of their doctoral 
programme studies, including the time schedule for preparing the dissertation and 

 
37 NHEA Section 53 (3) 
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publishing the results. The presentation includes the description of the scientific 
relevance and innovation content of the candidate’s findings and, if relevant, the 
technological motivations of the research and the applicability of the results. At least 
one week before the exam, the examinee submit the brief summary of results achieved 
to date to the committee together with the papers published or sent for publication. 

 
(6) Each member of the Examination Committee will assess the theoretical and thesis part 

one-by-one, separate. The complex exam will be qualified successful, if the simple 
majority of the committee members decide so regarding both parts of the exam. The 
doctoral candidate may retake a failed complex exam on one occasion, within the same 
exam period.38 

 
(7) Minutes including textual assessment shall be drawn up on the complex exam. The 

outcome of the exam shall be announced on the exam day. 

 
(8) The result of the complex exam does not count in the qualification of the doctoral 

degree, but the successful completion is a precondition of being admitted into the 
second stage of the programme. 

 

 

 
38 Gov. Decree 387/2012 (XII. 19.) Section 12 (4). 


