Complex exam

The eligibility for the complex exam, the subjects of the complex exam and the
examination boards are approved by the HBDT. The exam can be held if the following
conditions are met:

e Complex language examination in English at level B2 or above, or an equivalent
certification.

e At least one accepted publication in a journal listed in the Web of Science and/or
Scopus (Elsevier) databases or an accepted patent. If the publication/patent has not yet
been accepted, the HBDT will also examine the content of the submitted publication
(submission to be documented) as a condition for admissibility to the complex
examination.

e Documented delivery of at least one presentation (poster or lecture).

e Acquisition of all the required credits included in the recommended curriculum in the
first four semesters of the doctoral programme (i.e. 120 credits in total) spread over
the semesters as required. This requirement does not apply to candidates who
independently prepare for their PhD degree and establish their student status by
applying and being approved to take the complex exam.

The complex exam is taken publicly, in front of an exam board. The exam board consists of
at least three members, with at least one third of the members having no employment
relationship with the institution by which the doctoral school is operated. The chairperson of
the exam board is a lecturer or a researcher holding the academic title of professor, professor
emeritus or Doctor of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. All the members of the exam
board are required to have an academic degree. The candidate’s supervisor may not be a
member of the board. No later than one week prior to the exam, the supervisor sends the
assessment of the student’s performance to the chairperson of the board and the administrator
of the Doctoral School in an electronic form. The supervisor will be invited to the complex
exam.

No later than one week prior to the exam, candidates must submit a short summary of their
theory level findings achieved up to date as well as their articles submitted for publication
and published to the board in an electronic form.

The complex exam consists of two main parts, one assessing the theoretical preparedness of
the candidate ("theoretical part") and the other assessing the candidate's scientific/artistic
progress ("dissertation part").

In the theoretical part of the complex exam, the candidate takes an exam in two subjects. The
list of these subjects is included in the training plan of the doctoral school and is available
on the website of the doctoral school. In the theoretical part, candidates demonstrate their
familiarity with the literature of the relevant discipline, art subject as well as their current
theoretical and methodological knowledge.

During the dissertation part of the complex exam, candidates give a 15-minute presentation
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to demonstrate their familiarity with the specialised literature of their research topics, sharing
their research goals set based on the literary background, reporting on their research findings,
describing their research plans for the second phase of their doctoral programme including
the time schedule for preparing the dissertation and publishing the results. The presentation
includes the description of the scientific relevance and innovation content of the candidate’s
findings and, if relevant, the technological motivations of the research and the applicability
of the results.

The members of the exam board independently evaluate the theoretical and the dissertation
part of the exam. The complex exam is successfully taken if the majority of the members of
the board consider both parts of the exam to be successful. In case of a failed theoretical
exam, candidates may retake the exam in the non-completed subject(s) one time in the same
exam period. If unsuccessful, the dissertation part of the exam may not be retaken in the
same exam period.

A report containing a written assessment is prepared on the complex exam. The exam results

should be announced on the day of the oral exam. The result of the complex exam is not taken
into account while deciding on the qualification of the doctoral degree, but its successful
completion is a condition for entering the second stage of the training.

Approval of the application in case of individual preparation is subject to disciplinary
compliance and the formal completion of the publication and language requirements of the
doctoral degree (as thesis statements are not required at the application, the content is not
evaluated, only quantitative indicators need to be met).

Effective date:

This training plan is applicable to programmes starting on 1% February 2026 and shall enter
into force on 27" November 2025,

The current version of the Training Plan, including formal amendments, was discussed and
approved by the EHBDT on January 29, 2026.

Dr. Andrés Szarka Dr. Emilia Csiszar Dr. Laszlo Poppe

Dean Chair of the HBDT Head of the George A.
Oléh Doctoral School

! Students enrolling on 1st February 2026 can decide whether to follow the previous training plan or this one.
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CURRICULUM

Subject/type Total Ist 2nd 3rd 4th 5th | 6th 7th 8th
credit | seme | seme seme seme | seme | seme | seme | seme
S ster ster ster ster ster ster ster ster

Y. Studies 32/42

Main subject’RE| 10/ 10 | 2/e/5| 2/e/5

Side subject RE | 10/ 10 | 2/e/5| 2/e/5

Seminar® M 2/2 | ls/1| 1/s/1

Conference 10720 > > > >

participation® RE

2 Educational 16/24

activity

Educational 16/ 24 | 4/s/4 | 4/s/4 4/s/4 4/s/4 4/s/4 | 4/s/4

activity! M

2 Research 57/129

Consultation® 22/ 44 5/s/5 5/s/5 6/s/6 6/s/6| 6/s/6| 6/s/6| 5/s/5| 5/s/5

(1-8) M

Research’ 35/ 85 10 5 15 5 15 5 20 10

a1-17H)M

2. Publication 15/ 45

Publication® 10/ 30 10 10 10

(a1-3) M

Presentation” 5/ 15 5 5 5

(1-3) M

Total: 120/ 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30
240

Symbols used: M Mandatory, RE Required Elective

? Main subjects are taught for two semesters and are awarded 10 credits each. Side subjects
are taught for one semester and are awarded 5 credits each.

b Attendance of the seminar series organised by the Doctoral School. Documented
attendance of the lectures is a criterion for the completion of the subject. Seminar 1 and
Seminar 2 subjects are awarded 1 credit each.

¢ Attendance of local or foreign professional conferences, working committee meetings,
summer/winter universities and other trainings relevant for the research work confirmed by

the supervisor.

Conference participation 1-4 subjects are awarded 5 credits each.
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4 Guided educational activity in 4 hours per week under the guidance of the subject
coordinator and confirmed by the department head of the supervisor/thesis advisor.
Educational 1-6 subjects are awarded 4 credits each.

¢ Tutorial consultation with the supervisor about the research work. Consultation 1-2 and
Consultation 7-8 are awarded 5 credits each, Consultation 3-6 subjects are awarded 6
credits each, to be confirmed by the supervisor.

f Research activity 1-17 subjects are awarded 5 credits each, to be confirmed by the
supervisor. Subject to the degree of progress made in the research work, more than one
subject may be signed in for in each semester.

£ Publication 1-3 is awarded 10 credits for an article on original research findings in the
topic of the student's research work, published (or documented as accepted for
publication) in an English-language journal in a Web of Science and/or Scopus
(Elsevier) database with an impact factor, in which the candidate's contribution is
significant (the definition of this is given in the specification of the minimum publication
requirements in the Rules of Organisation and Operation). If the candidate has a
significant contribution in two original articles in journals listed in the Web of Science
and/or Scopus (Elsevier) database, and their_impact factor sum_is 8 or higher, or
according to Clarivate or Scimago one of them has at least a D1 and the other at least a
02 ranking, 10 credit points may be awarded to the Publications 3 subject. Maximum
one patent granted may be accepted as a publication, recognised with 10 credits.

" Presentation 1-3 is awarded 5 credits each for a poster or a lecture held by the candidate
at an international conference, at a working committee session of the Hungarian Academy
of Sciences (MTA), at a special group session of the Hungarian Chemical Society (MKE),
at the Chemical Presentation Days (KEN), at MKE’s national conference, at the annual
PhD conference organised by George A. Olah Doctoral School or another forum
recognised by the DIT. The Presentation 3 subject is only recognised with 5 credits if at
least one of the three presentations was an oral presentation delivered by the candidate.
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